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IF YOU’VE LOOKED AT THE FLAPS  
on a PJ Library book recently, you may 
have noticed that they’ve been spiffed 
up a bit. Compared to older book 
flaps, they’re longer (we print on the 
underside of the flap, doubling our real 
estate), designed with parents in mind 
(clear headings and illustrations make 
for better readability), and they offer 
more information to families, including 
discussion prompts, hands-on activities, 
and individualized book URLs for  
more resources.

It’s a challenge to pack this much 
information onto a slice of paper that isn’t 
much larger than a bookmark. But our 
research tells us that for many families, 
these flaps provide much-needed 
guidance. If you’re a parent raising Jewish 
children and you don’t know much about, 
say, Shavuot or Tu B’Shevat, it’s helpful to 
get a little more backstory. Ironically, the 
flaps that often have to do the heaviest 
lifting are the ones for books that have the 
least overt Jewish content. Rather than 
fleshing out a holiday or a tradition, flaps 
for secular books need to help families 
understand what’s Jewish about the book 
in the first place.

So, let’s take a recipe approach to the flap 
copy. Here’s a list of ingredients:

THE BIG QUESTION.  
This overarching question at the top of 
the flap distills each book to a single, 
open-ended question that’s intended to 
make everyone, kids and adults, think. 

JEWISH CONCEPTS.  
Three or four chunks of information 
answer a question readers might have 
about the holiday, tradition, or value. This 
section may also answer the question, 
“What’s Jewish about this book?”

HANDS ON.  
Whether they’re recipes, crafts, or games, 
these are ideas about things to do when 
the book is finished. Ideally it will involve 
things that are already hanging around the 
house – we don’t want people to have to 
make a special trip to the crafts store.

TALK IT OVER WITH YOUR KIDS.  
The Big Question is for everyone; the 
Jewish Concepts are for parents. These 
discussion prompts are tailored for the 
kids receiving the book and are meant  
to open conversation about it with  
their caregivers.

When we mix all these ingredients 
together, the ideal result is a guide that 
provides useful information to all families, 
across the spectrum of Jewish practice, 
and complements the messages inside 
the book. The Book Selection Committee 
strives to send out books that families will 
want to read again and again. With any 
luck, families will also read the flaps at 
least once, and be inspired to think and 
talk – and maybe even do –  more.
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(continued on back of flap)

Stranger Things Have Happened

Pavel and Anatoly feel like they don’t quite belong. 

Jewish people are no strangers to being the 

stranger; Jews have a long history of living as 

outsiders in foreign lands. The ultimate example 

is the hundreds of years that the Jewish people 

spent in ancient Egypt as strangers and then slaves. 

But adversity can lead to empathy. The mitzvah 

(“commandment”) of showing kindness to a 

stranger appears in the Torah (the first five books 

of the Bible) a whopping 36 times, more than any 

other: “You shall love the stranger as yourself, for 

you were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Leviticus 

19:34). In other words, you’ve been in their shoes, 

so treat them as you would want to be treated.

Bloom Where You’re Planted

In his struggle to find a livelihood, Pavel uproots 

himself and travels to a new environment. At first, 

he and his fellow workers don’t have the know-

how to do the tasks they are given, but they’re 

determined to learn. Soon land that was barren 

is filled with trees and becomes “a little less vast.” 

Likewise, Pavel and his new immigrant friends seek

Pavel and the Tree Army

How are you a stranger? 

{ }

to put down roots in the soil of America. 

Together, both Pavel and the trees strive and 

thrive. To learn more, visit pjlibrary.org/pavel.

There’s No Place Like Home

When you travel, you may bring special 

belongings that help you feel at home. Shabbat, 

the Jewish Sabbath, has been that must-have 

experience for the Jewish people. No matter 

where they have lived, Jews have lit Shabbat 

candles, made Shabbat blessings, and eaten 

special Shabbat meals. In the dry, dusty fields  

of Idaho, Pavel and Anatoly find comfort in 

singing familiar Shabbat songs together. As the 

writer Ahad Ha’am once said, “More than the 

Jews have kept Shabbat, Shabbat has kept the 

Jews.” Wherever you find yourself, Shabbat  

can make it feel like home.

(continued from front of flap)

 Think about a time when you were  

in a new place or meeting new people. 

How did you feel? 

What can you do to help people feel 

welcome and included? 

Why is it important to plant trees? 

TALK IT OVER WITH YOUR KIDS

H A N D S  O N !

Make a Welcome Card 

for New Friends

Got a n
ew neighbor on your str

eet, or a n
ew 

kid in your class?
 Help them plant roots in your 

community — make them a welcome card.  

Take a cue from Pavel and his fri
ends and add 

as m
any languages as 

you can think of! 

Supplies

1 piece of thick paper or cardstock

Crayons, markers, or colored pencils

Fold the piece of paper in half  

to make a card. 

On the front of the card, draw a picture

of yourself (or your whole family!).

Above the picture, write “Welcome”

in several la
nguages. Ask your parents

to help look up the words online.

Inside the card, write a sh
ort m

essage
 —

something like “I’m
 excited to get to

know you” or “I h
ope you like it here!”

Add other decoratio
ns, if y

ou’d like.

Give the card to a new family in your

neighborhood or a n
ew student in your

class a
t school to make them feel welcome.
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Behind the (New) 

Book Flaps!

Featured Book Flap: 
Pavel and the Tree Army
A unique immigration story that weaves 
together many Jewish values, such as 
tikkun olam (repairing the world) and 
welcoming the stranger.
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