
What does it mean to  
be responsible to  

someone else?

BIG QUESTION

Responsibility to others 
Areyvut 
עַרֵבוּת

DO FUN STUFF AT HOME

Host a mini-Mitzvah Day with another 
family. Bake cookies for your local 
firehouse or police station (and save 
some to eat yourself), make no-sew 
blankets for a children’s hospital, or 
come up with your own idea. Deliver 
the items together. 

DISCUSS JEWISH VALUES  
WITH YOUR CHILD

The Jewish concept of areyvut 
(responsibility to others) urges individuals 
to help people in need, whether they are 
familiar and live in your community, or 
unknown in the world-at-large. 

Why should we help people we  
don’t know?

How do we help each other in our family?

Rosie Saves the World

Sometimes I lean to one 
side. Sometimes I stand 
up straight. But I am 
always at my happiest 
When I evenly distribute 
my weight.
What am I?
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Balance Scales

Responsa-
bull

Debbie Herman
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A Note from PJ Library®

Using This Book at Home
Tikkun olam and areyvut are big concepts 
for both adults and children. Ask yourself 
some questions:
• Sometimes we think tikkun olam refers 

to large topics, like world peace, but little 
things make a difference, too. What small 
things do you do to make the world a 
better place?

• What is one new idea you have for 
making your home or community better?

• Do you feel it’s your job to help your 
family? How does that feel different from 
helping friends and classmates?

Make a Monthly Mitzvah Chart
Supplies: 
Blank calendar page
Glass picture frame or refrigerator magnet
Dry-erase marker
Print out a blank calendar page. Fill it out 
with the good stuff you plan to do each 
week. (Need mitzvah ideas? Check out 
some of the things Rosie does!) Put the 
calendar page into the picture frame or 
attach it to your refrigerator. Use the dry-
erase marker to check off mitzvot as you 
do them. Kol hakavod—well done!

About PJ Library
The gift of PJ Library is made possible 
by many generous supporters, your 
local Jewish community, and the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation. PJ Library shares 
Jewish culture and values through quality 
children’s books that reflect the diversity 
of Jewish customs and practice. To learn 
more about the program and ways to 
connect to activities in your area, visit 
www.pjlibrary.org.

A Note from PJ Library®

We’re All in It Together
Tikkun olam, repairing the world, is a pretty 
big job—but hey, somebody’s got to do it. 
Just because the job’s a big one won’t stop 
Rosie from tackling it. She may not know 
it, but ancient Jewish sages took the same 
attitude as Rosie. Rabbi Tarfon, a first-
century CE contributor to the Mishnah 
(collection of Jewish oral literature), 
famously said, “It is not your responsibility 
to finish the work [of perfecting the world], 
but nor are you free to desist from it” 
(Pirkei Avot 2:22).
A Home-grown Superhero
Rosie wants to save the world—but who’s 
going to help carry groceries and change the 
litter box? Turns out she can be a superhero 
right at home. The Jewish value of areyvut, 
mutual responsibility, starts with the family 
and grows from there. It’s an ancient way of 
saying “think global, act local.” 
Leading by Example
Rosie may be a kid, but she can make a big 
difference. What would happen if the other 
kids in her community decided to follow her 
lead? The Hebrew phrase mitzvah goreret 
mitzvah means that one good deed inspires 
another. We can model the actions we want 
to see in the world. When Rosie tries to 
make the world a better place, she sets a 
good example for others – and that helps 
make the world a little better all by itself.

  

H A N D S  O N !

Keep track of all the good things you’re up to – 
and get motivated to do even more.

Supplies:
Blank calendar page

Glass picture frame  
or refrigerator magnet

Dry-erase marker

Print out a blank calendar page.

Fill it out with the good stuff you plan to do 
each week. Need ideas? Check out some of 
what Rosie does – take care of animals, visit 
the elderly, collect food for the hungry. There 
are countless ways to save the world.

Put the calendar page into the picture frame 
or attach it to your refrigerator.

Use the dry-erase marker to check off  
good deeds as you do them. Kol hakavod –  
well done!
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Make a Monthly Mitzvah Chart

 

Rosie Saves the World

(continued on back of flap)

If you want to save the  
world, where do you start?

A More Perfect World 
Tikkun olam, or repairing the world, is a tough 

job – but somebody’s gotta do it. Rosie won’t 

let a big job stop her, and neither did the Jewish 

sage Rabbi Tarfon: “It is not your responsibility to 

finish the work of perfecting the world, but nor 

are you free to desist from it” [Pirkei Avot 2:22].

Tikkun Olam Starts at Home
Rosie wants to save the world, but who’s going 

to help carry groceries and change the litter 

box? Turns out she can be a superhero right at 

home. The Jewish value of areyvut, or mutual 

responsibility, starts with the family and grows 

from there. It’s an ancient way of saying “think 

global, act local.”

Tikkun Olam Starts at Home 
The Jewish value of areyvut, or mutual 

responsibility, starts with the family and grows 

from there. It’s an ancient way of saying “think 

global, act local.”

Directions:

SUN

MONTH:
MON TUES WED THU FRI SAT

SUN

MONTH:
MON TUES WED THU FRI SAT

We’re All In It Together
Rosie may just be a kid, but she can make a big 

difference. What would happen if other kids 

in her neighborhood decided to be like Rosie? 

Mitzvah goreret mitzvah means that one good 

deed will inspire another. When Rosie tries 

to make the world a better place, she sets an 

example for others, too.

(continued from front of flap)

 Sometimes we think tikkun olam  
means big things, like world peace.  
But little things help, too. What small 
things do you do to help make the 
world a better place?

Rosie has tons of ideas for making the 
world better. What is one new idea 
you can think of to make your home or 
community a better place?

Do you feel it’s your job to help out 
your family? How does that feel the 
same or different from the responsibility 
you feel to the rest of your friends 
and neighbors?

back of front flap
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TALK IT OVER WITH YOUR KIDS
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PJ Library is made possible by generous supporters, 
your Jewish community, and the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation. PJ Library shares Jewish culture and 
values through books that reflect the diversity of 
Jewish life. To learn more about the program and ways 
to connect to local activities, visit pjlibrary.org.

Maze 
Rosie has volunteered to help at the animal  
shelter today. Help Rosie find her way there.
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Word search

Find the following words in the grid. 
Words are written left to right and top to bottom.

baby

family

mitzvah

tikkun olam

cans

help

needs

care 

home

sing

MORE PJ LIBRARY  
RESOURCES

Discover easy service  
projects to do as  
a family:
bit.ly/family-service-projects

Find out ways to help others  
by performing a mitzvah a day:
pjlibrary.org/mitzvah-printable

 What do you 
call a bull 
who takes  
care of the 
rest of the 

farm?
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http://bit.ly/family-service-projects
http://pjlibrary.org/mitzvah-printable

