
Text © 2013 by Gail Langer Karwoski and Marilyn E. Gootman
Illustration © by Lerner Publishing Group, Inc.
Published by Kar-Ben Publishing, Inc.
An imprint of Lerner Publishing Group, Minneapolis, MN 
ISBN 978-1-58013-974-8 Library of Congress # 2012009501
Manufactured in China
4-51013-12743-5/24/2021
0122/B569/A1

By  
Gail Langer 

Karwoski  
and  

Marilyn E. 
Gootman

Illustrated by 
Kristen Balouch

A Note from PJ Library®

Trees have always held great importance in Judaism, with many references in Jewish texts 
guiding us to protect and respect them. Tu B’Shevat is considered the New Year of the Trees, 
and marks the start of spring in Israel, when trees begin to bloom after a long, chilly winter. 
Tu B’Shevat is often referred to as Jewish Arbor Day, but with today’s keen environmental 
awareness, it has also become something of a Jewish Earth Day. To learn more, visit pjlibrary.
org/thankyoutrees.

The colorful illustrations in this book offer a great opening for conversation and play. Help 
your child find the baby in each illustration, and talk about the colors of the various fruits. 
Indulge your child’s natural curiosity about nature, which can begin to instill a passion for 
preserving our world. During family strolls, play an appreciation game, saying “thank you” to  
as many beautiful creations as you come across – colorful flowers, bees that make honey, and 
of course, the myriad of lovely trees. 

About PJ Library
The gift of PJ Library is made possible by thousands of generous supporters, your Jewish 
community, the PJ Library Alliance, and the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. PJ Library shares 
Jewish culture and values through children’s books that reflect the diversity of Jewish customs 
and practice. To learn more about the program and ways to connect to local activities, visit 
pjlibrary.org. 
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