BIG QUESTION

What makes a
good neighborhood?
Crossword
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Jewish Concepts
The Hebrew word mitzvah literally means
“commandment” and for a long time has
also been associated with the concept of
doing good deeds. Thus, it can be used to
refer to the commandments contained in
the Torah (first five books of the Hebrew
Bible) or charitable acts; both are seen by
many as essential components of Jewish life.
In Pirkei Avot, a collection of Jewish ethical
teachings, we find the phrase mitzvah goreret
mitzvah: “One mitzvah will bring another
mitzvah” (4:2). One way in which this can
happen is that when a person does a good
deed, others might see and be inspired
to do something kind as well. The result
can be a ripple effect of acts of kindness
spreading from person to person. Another
way this phrase can be understood is that if
people strive to make the performance of
mitzvot (plural) a habit, each mitzvah they do
will lead to another one.
When people make a point of seeking out
ways they can help and do good things
for each other, the sense of community
produced can be quite powerful. As we
see in this story, one small act leads to the
transformation of an entire neighborhood;
its members, who were formerly isolated
from each other, become connected
through acts of kindness and thoughtfulness.
It is a wonderful reminder of the power
that our actions, even small ones, can have
on the lives of the people around us.
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1.

The people who live
near your home are your
_____

2.

When we do something
nice for someone, and they
in turn do something nice
for another person, we say
they are “paying it _____”

3.

The Jewish value that
means “acts of lovingkindness” (two words)

4.

A community is made up
of all of the _____ who
live and work there
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KAR-BEN
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One Good Deed

6

ACROSS
7

Kindness
Gemilut chasadim

ְגִמילּות ֲחָס ִדים

Consideration and generosity
to others

6.

Another word for routine;
something you do so often it
becomes natural

7.

What you give to someone who is
in need; assistance

8.

The Hebrew word for
commandment
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DISCUSS JEWISH VALUES
WITH YOUR CHILD
Judaism believes that the world
depends on gemilut chasidim - acts of
loving kindness performed without
expectation of reward. Acts of kindness
tend to be contagious and encourage
other people to “pay it forward.”   

5.

Maze
Ride your bicycle through the
neighborhood to bring a pie to
Grandma Sadie.

Q

A

When have you jumped in to help
someone in need?
What types of things can you do to
help others, and hopefully start a chain
reaction of kindness?

1. neighbors 2. forward 3. gemilut chasadim
4. people 5. kindness 6. habit 7. help
8. mitzvah

Answer Key

12

He can lend
a hand.

Q

How do we
know that
the ocean is
friendly?

A

It always
waves to us.

DO FUN STUFF AT HOME
Designate a day as Kindness Day and do
things for people in your neighborhood
or community. Bake cookies for those
nearby, visit elderly neighbors, or help
someone in their yard. What else can
your family do?

What can one
clock do to help
another clock?
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