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A GIFT for Jewish Children and their families.

WELCOME
Written and Illustrated by Barroux
Polar Bear and his friends have lost their home. Will they find a safe place
to stay? After several animals turn them away, the polar bears find an
empty spot where they can settle. And now someone else needs a home...

Jewish ConCepts

USING THIS BOOK AT HOME

Welcome tells the story of three polar bears who
suddenly find themselves in need of a new home. They
search and struggle to find someone who will take
them in. The Jewish people, too, have been exiled on
many occasions throughout history. A prime example
of this is the hundreds of years spent as slaves in Egypt.
Once the Israelites were freed, God urged them to
remember their past experience when encountering
others in need: “Do not ill-treat a stranger or oppress
him, for you were strangers in Egypt” (Exodus 22:21).
As readers will discover, the polar bears in the story
also consciously decide to transform their difficult
experience into kindness toward outsiders.

Hachnasat orchim -- welcoming guests -- is all about
sharing one’s space, time, and other resources. Although
sharing can sometimes be a difficult skill for young
children to master, you can model hospitality and
openness for your little ones to follow. Consider hosting
another family for a meal once a week or once a month.
Make a conscious effort to include your children in the
preparations, and talk with them about the importance of
making others feel welcome. Encourage them to create
welcome posters or cards for your guests.

Long before the Egypt experience, welcoming guests
(in Hebrew, hachnasat orchim) was a Jewish value. The
Torah (first five books of the Bible) tells of a striking
encounter between Avraham, the father of the Jewish
people, and three visitors who arrive unexpectedly at
his tent. He became the quintessential model of
hachnasat orchim when he enthusiastically welcomed
them in and rushed to have a lavish feast prepared for
them.
Whether your welcoming act is as small as inviting
friends for Shabbat dinner or as big as housing a family
in need of emergency shelter, making others feel at
home is one of the greatest gifts one can give.

Relating hachnasat orchim to your family’s concrete
experiences will also help young children connect to the
concept. For example: “Remember when we were
moving, and our friends invited us to stay with them for a
few weeks because our new home wasn’t ready yet?
That’s hachnasat orchim.” You can take it one step
further by showing the importance of “paying it
forward”: “Now we have the chance to help someone
else the same way others helped us.” Guiding your young
children to develop positive attitudes toward welcoming
guests and helping others will set them on the path to
making these values part of their life, and help instill
empathy and compassion as they grow up.

