
PJ Publishing’s board book My 
Hands Make the World guides 
young readers through the story 
of creation with bright, colorful 
illustrations. Until the Blueberries 
Grow, a picture book, follows a 

sweet relationship between a boy and his 
great-grandfather. And the graphic novel 
Onions and Garlic retells a Yiddish folktale with 
humor and delight.

These children’s books and many others 
are giving PJ Publishing, the in-house press 
dedicated to PJ Library, a refreshed mission. 
“We’ll focus on discovering new voices and 
emerging talent while also lighting 
the way for esteemed authors 
and illustrators to explore their 
craft through the lens of Jewish 
characters, narratives, and diverse 
Jewish experiences,” says Jill 
Shinderman, PJ Library's director of 

publishing and creative development.
PJ Publishing started in 2014 to provide more 

opportunities for authors and illustrators and 
to publish a wider array of Jewish stories for 
PJ Library families. Oftentimes, if there was a 
promising manuscript and another publisher 
didn’t pick it up, PJ Publishing would make an 
offer and publish it. “Now if the book looks like 
it has potential for us, we’re going to make an 
offer right away. That’s a huge change,” says 
Catriella Freedman, director of author and 
illustrator stewardship at PJ Library.

Subscribers to PJ Library also receive books 
that have been curated from outside sources. 

Some are custom editions published 
by traditional trade publishers, 
some are from small to midsize 
publishers who have focused on titles 
specifically for the Jewish children’s 
book market, and some are licensed 
titles from US and international 
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PJ Publishing 
looks to publish 
up to 10 titles a 
year — up from 

about five a year 
— and build upon 
its already stellar 

lineup.
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Destination:  
PJ Publishing 
Eight years ago, PJ Library saw an opportunity to publish engaging 
books for its young readers — and PJ Publishing was born.  
Today it’s fast becoming home to both established and emerging talent.
BY REBECCA NORDQUIST, MANAGING EDITOR

YOU CAN SUPPORT THE WORK  
of PJ Publishing by contributing  

to the New Works Fund.  
Learn more about this initiative  

by contacting give@hgf.org.
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publishers. For example, PJ Library ordered 33,000 custom 
editions of Dream Big, Laugh Often and Other Advice from 
the Bible, a book going out in May to 8-year-olds, from 
Farrar, Straus and Giroux. (See page 12 for a Q&A with the 
coauthor/illustrator.) It’s the responsibility of the publisher’s 
sales, design, and production teams to print and deliver 
finished copies of the book.  

While this continues to be a successful model, Shinderman 
and Freedman see opportunity for PJ Publishing in many 
areas. In eight years, it has published 41 books — everything 
from board books for newborns to middle-grade readers 
for 12-year-olds — and now the goal is to publish up to  
10 books a year. But not just any books. They’re looking 
to tell authentic stories about Jews from different 
communities, family makeups, identities, and abilities. 
Ultimately, it’s important for children to feel seen and 
recognize themselves in stories and content. “We’re looking 
for the untold stories, both in terms of representing diverse 
authors in the Jewish community and emerging creators 
and talent,” says Freedman. “At the same time, we’re finding 
ways to get big-name authors to think of us as a publishing 
home as well.”

One way PJ Library does that is by hosting the Author 
Israel Adventure. The experience is designed to inspire 
accomplished creators to bring to life Jewish ideas and 
stories in children’s books. Freedman is gearing up for the 
third trip in 2023, thanks to generous support from the 
Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Philanthropies.

PJ Library also offers free webinars and runs picture-
book retreats for established and emerging authors, 
including the recent Highlights PJ Library Picture Book 
Summer Camp, which had 116 applicants for 20 spots.  
PJ Publishing has also started working with art schools to 
identify students who are trying to break into the world 
of children’s book publishing. “I have a global interest in 
discovering new stories and talent,” says Shinderman, 
“stories that illuminate different perspectives, reflect 
different narrative styles, and present visual storytelling  
that explores a range of new art forms and media.”

Another big push for PJ Publishing? Audio content. The 
hope is for every title to have an audio component, and 
there are expanded plans for animated read-alouds, video 
book reviews, audiobooks, and podcasts.

Even during this growth moment for PJ Publishing, the 
focus and priority always come back to telling stories that 
engage Jewish children around the world and connect  
them to each other. “I’m excited about discovering and 
publishing stories that are filled with humor, heart,  
and hope,” says Shinderman.

And that, Shinderman adds, is PJ Publishing’s guiding star. 
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The SabbaTh Lion
A Jewish Folktale from Algeria 

Retold by Howard Schwartz and Barbara Rush l Illustrated by Stephen Fieser

A Note from PJ Library®
 

Jewish Concepts  
All over the world, for thousands of years, Jews have 
celebrated the Sabbath, known in Hebrew as Shabbat. 
Mention of Shabbat appears in the first chapter of the 
first book of the Bible, Bereshit (Genesis), when God 
creates the world in six days and rests on the seventh. 
In Jewish tradition Shabbat begins at sundown on 
Friday and ends Saturday evening when three stars can 
be seen in the sky. 

It is customary to begin Shabbat by lighting candles, 
then to sanctify the day with Kiddush, a blessing 
over wine or grape juice, and finally to bless and 
eat challah, a special braided bread. Some families 
go to synagogue to pray and hear a reading from 
the Torah, the first five books of the Bible. Guests 
are often invited to festive Shabbat meals. 

Speaking of guests, tradition says there is one 
guest who visits homes every week – and has for 
centuries! That guest is Shabbat HaMalka, the Sabbath 
Queen. Sometimes referred to as a kallah (bride), 
the Sabbath Queen is mentioned in Jewish stories 
dating from the 2nd and 3rd centuries CE. Today, 
during Friday night services, it is customary for 
congregants, while they sing Lecha Dodi, to stand, face 
the door, and bow to welcome the Sabbath Queen.

Yosef and his family lived in Algiers, the capital 
of Algeria. Jews have lived in all corners of 
the globe – and everywhere they go, they 
take the customs of Shabbat with them.

A Note from PJ Library®

 
Using This Book at Home  
Inviting the Sabbath Queen to your home on 
Friday night is a wonderful chance to engage your 
child’s imagination. What would you do to get 
ready for royalty? Brainstorm what special Shabbat 
preparations your family can make. For example:

• Make special foods with your child, such as 
challah or cookies.
• Decorate your home with a white tablecloth, 
flowers on the table, and homemade Shabbat-
themed place mats.
• Make royal crowns to wear at the Shabbat table. 
Use construction paper, staples, pens and glitter. 
Each member of the family can be part of the 
queen’s royal court!
• Be sure to take time during the Shabbat meal to 
talk with your child about what you are grateful for.

Geography Challenge: Where is Algeria?    
Where exactly is Algeria, and how far across the 
desert did  Yosef have to travel to reach Egypt? Using 
an atlas or an online map of Africa, trace Yosef’s 
heroic journey. Do you know people who have 
traveled to an African country? Invite them as Shabbat 
guests and ask them to share tales of their travels.

About PJ Library 
The gift of PJ Library is made possible by many 
generous supporters, your local Jewish community, 
and the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. PJ Library 
shares Jewish culture and values through quality 
children’s books that reflect the diversity of Jewish 
customs and practice. To learn more about the 
program and ways to connect to activities in your 
area, visit www.pjlibrary.org or call (413) 439-1981. 
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The story of the Sabbath Lion is told by Jews in North Africa and in other places such as Iran and 
Bukhara. This version was collected by A. Rabi from Avner Azolai and is found in Avotanu Sippru, edited 
by Moshe Rabi, published in Jerusalem in 1975. It is number 6432 in the Israel Folktale Archives. 

“Gracefully retold, this tale of the rewards of faith is illustrated in a 
warm, pleasing palette.”  – The Kirkus Reviews

“This satisfying story . . . will be enjoyed by independent readers and 
welcomed by storytellers.”  – School Library Journal
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The Sabbath Lion 
First book offering  
by PJ Publishing  
in 2014

Detour Ahead  
First book to receive  
the Kirkus Star, one  
of the most coveted 
designations in the book 
industry. The Kirkus Star 
marks books of  
exceptional merit.

Onions and Garlic  
First graphic novel and 
first collaboration with a 
nationally known podcast, 
WBUR’s Circle Round

Sign Language Shabbat 
First creative partnership 
with the American School 
for the Deaf in Connecticut 
for books that reflect 
and represent diverse 
experiences

¿Dónde está Shmata? 
First Spanish/English  
dual-language book
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Sign Language Shabbat
Written by 

Alisa Greenbacher & Jennifer Rosner

Photographs by Shelley Rotner
Illustrations by David Hyde Costello

Sign Language Shabbat
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A Note from PJ Library® 
Shabbat, the Jewish Sabbath, is a joyful, peaceful holiday that arrives every week. From sundown Friday 
evening till nightfall on Saturday, people around the world take a break from the usual obligations of 
daily living and instead gather to eat, drink, sing, pray, nap, stroll, and enjoy spending time with loved 
ones. Shabbat is a welcome respite from the rigors of everyday life. 

Many families celebrate Shabbat with special meals at home or with friends. The children in this book 
are signing words for some of the things people do on Shabbat, such as eat challah (braided egg 
bread), drink wine or grape juice, sing Shabbat songs, and read books. No matter how you and your 
loved ones choose to mark Shabbat, sharing quality time together is the best part. 

Learn some Shabbat phrases in American Sign Language! To see a video tutorial of the signs demonstrated 
by the children in this book, visit pjlibrary.org/signlanguageshabbat. Shabbat Shalom (peaceful Shabbat)! 

With gratitude to the administration, faculty, and students at the American School for the Deaf.

About PJ Library
The gift of PJ Library is made possible by many generous supporters, your local Jewish community, and 
the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. PJ Library shares Jewish culture and values through quality children’s 
books that reflect the diversity of Jewish customs and practice. To learn more about the program and 
ways to connect to activities in your area, visit www.pjlibrary.org. 
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LOOKING FOR A BOOK FOR A YOUNG READER IN YOUR LIFE?  
A selection of PJ Publishing books is now available  

on amazon.com/pjlibrary.


