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Who's in the Block Corner?

	


[image: https://imgssl.constantcontact.com/ui/stock1/grandpa-girl-sm.jpg]Teachers in Pinellas and Pasco counties in Florida, inspired by Rise and Shine, want to encourage children to think about senior members of their families in all aspects of their play. The teachers asked for photographs of grandparents, great aunts, and uncles, and older family friends. The teachers laminated the photos and taped them to blocks to populate the building block structures.[image: ][image: ] 

Facial Expressions
Rise and Shine features a delightfully crotchety senior named "Grumpy Old Ned." As you go through the book, you may notice that Grumpy Old Ned becomes less and less grumpy. This inspired Tamara Bekker from Hochberg Prep ECA in Miami to discuss facial expressions with her students. The children studied their own faces and each other's faces. The children then attempted symmetry drawing - each student got a photo of 1/2 of a face which they had to complete.

Rise and Shine From Every Angle

Ania Diaz from the Hebrew Academy in Miami makes an activity web with her students. Look at all of the possibilities! She also created a Venn diagram with her class to highlight the similarities and  differences between Rise and Shine and It's Challah Time.
Yiddish Culture Day with Families

Miami educators challenged themselves to think about bringing Rise and Shine to life with drama and music. When they re-read their list, they realized what a perfect day of Yiddish culture and fun it would make. Play Klezmer music (or hire a band) and invite seniors to dance with children. Stock up on aprons and cook some kugel (noodle pudding) together. Who know some Yiddish poems or songs to teach everyone?
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Rise and Shine at Camp
Wake up and smell the challah!  The Schiff Preschool of Temple Emanu-El in Atlanta, Georgia answered the question, “Where will the future challah bakers of America come from?”  Campers last week became “Mini Schiff Chefs” after reading Rise and Shine, A Challah Day Tale.  Families contributed challah recipes from grandparents and friends, and volunteers came to help with kneading and baking.  The Atlanta community has lots of kosher bakeries, so participants in their weekly Shabbat Sing got to sample challah from all of them.  Now that is something to sing about!
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